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tered, against 1,857 attacks and 1,026 deaths in 1908, the corre- 
sponding figures being 211 and 86 for 1907 and 511 and 276 for 1906. 
Of the seizures, 75 were imported — 52 by returning pilgrims to the 
Hedjaz and 23 from other places. The seizures and deaths, though 
very much fewer than in 1908 (seizures 1,859, deaths 1,026) and 
1905 (seizures 3,202, deaths 2,161), during which years smallpox 
raged with epidemic severity, are yet sufficiently numerous to indicate 
a high prevalence and mortality. 

Of the total number (473) of smallpox deaths, nearly half (222) 
were among children 1 to 5 years old. The disease was most fatal 
to infants and occasioned 134 deaths among them, being 28.3 per 
cent of the total figure; and in the age group of 1 to 2 years, 48 
deaths were registered. Persons between 15 and 25 years contributed 
115 deaths. 

Vaccination is now a routine duty of the health department and 
is performed throughout the year. During the first and toward the 
end of the last quarter of the year, when smallpox is generally 
imported and begins to spread, strenuous efforts are made to search 
out unvaccinated children and adults and remedy the omission, and 
also to revaccinate as many as possible. The ten registrars make 
house-to-house visits in infected localities and elsewhere and induce 
and carry out vaccination and revaccination. 

Malaria. 

The measures taken by the health department against the spread 
of malaria have been (1) to examine wells in and out of houses, collect 
samples and treat the water wherever practicable, a weekly report 
of such wells, with the result of treatment being submitted to the 
executive health officer; (2) to treat during the break in the rains 
all storm-water entrances, all gully traps and catch-pits and collec- 
tions of water on the roads, weekly reports being forwarded as above; 
(3) to detail a special officer in each ward for systematic inspection 
of compounds and storage tanks over water-closets and other tanks 
in houses, reports being submitted as above, if necessary, daily; (4) 
to acquire a sickness index in the city inquiries are made by the 
registrars in all dispensaries and hospitals, in schools and factories, 
at railway docks, and other places where large numbers of people 
congregate. Samples of blood and varieties of mosquito larvae are 
daily examined in the laboratory. 

CALCUTTA— Cholera, Plague, and Smallpox. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Allan reports, October 20 : 
During the week ended October 1 there were reported in Calcutta 
16 deaths from cholera, 8 from plague, and 1 from smallpox; in all 
Bengal, 89 cases of plague, with 60 deaths; in all India, 4,222 cases, 
with 2,981 deaths. 



